It stands not for one deed of courage, but many. Not once, but often, these heroes in Gray faced death before the blazing cannon's mouth. Through the storm of hissing minnies, in the lonely watch of the midnight picket with no companion but the stars, and endured every form of hardship, peril and privation, and suffered the bitterness of cold, weariness and hunger. Yes, the Southern Cross of Honor has a deep significance -and 'this little bronze cross' that rests over the hearts of veterans tells its own story…To the veteran, it is a badge of merit -justly won, for he has paid the price and earned the right to wear it on many a bloody battlefield. Neither book is indexed, requiring a researcher to look through each book name by name to try and find the person they are seeking. In addition, both books are extremely fragile, and can not withstand repeated handling by patrons.
To make these documents more user friendly, a project is currently underway at the archives to transcribe these records into a computer database that will eventually be available to patrons. This will be a boon to those doing Civil War research, as the Cross Mrs. Massengale, the church organist, played a stirring march as the procession filed into the church. Captain J.P. Carter, commandant of the local camp of veterans, called on Dr. E.J. Currie to lead in prayer, at the conclusion of which the audience sang a hymn, which was followed by a presentation of crosses of honor by Mrs. Wm. F. Hewett, who said there are three important events in the life of the soldier, the call to arms, the surrender and the bestowal of the cross of honor.
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The project to transcribe the Cross of Honor records is underway: the records from the first book have been entered into a computer database, along with the information found by the staff at the archives when verifying the service of each soldier.
Data entry on the second book will begin soon. This is a time consuming process, but eventually the database will be made available to the public. This database will be
